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Pint-sized Picasso

wins marketing deals

—
World
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he parents of Lisa Schwarz, his

Laurent mother, said yesterday

Schwarz, a that the painting had too

Bavarian great a sentimental

toddler hailed value, “We're not selling
as a “pint-sized Picasso” | it,” she said. “IUs his
whose works have first, we like having it on
fetched up to €15,000 on | our wall and Laurent is
the art market this vear, | incredibly proud of the
has signed a deal with painting. This is nol
the German paint aboul earning money.
manufacturer Relius to This is about people
markel a collection of appreciating that he is
colours under his name | creating really
(David Crossland t dinary things.”
writes). Laurent’s parents have | exhibition in their home | include his favourite international bidding turns three next month

The two-year-old has signed deals with Relius | village of Neub n bj: — elephant war for his work. At and who came to ask his

gained a global following | and with a wall, next month. The horses and dinosaurs, present, he is prod ther for a croi
thanks to his talent for company that wants to paintings can be viewed His acrylic on canvas one painting a week. during our telephone
abstract painting. The use his designs. at laurents.art. paintings proved popul. His mother said: “I've | interview, mixes his own
family said they had His mother said that Laurent has won at Munich’s biggest art got a waiting list and the | colours and always
received a bid of 32 of his works had been | praise from art critics fair, ArtMuc, in April, paintings sell within two | cleans his favourite
€270,000 for his first sold so far. About 20 of for his big, bold, with media coverage minutes of the email brush when finished. His
work, The Fingers, but them will be part of an colourful abstracts that setting off an going oul.” Laurent, who | mother said Laurent was

Laurent Schwarz, who has
received a €270,000 offer
for his first painting, has
signed deals with paint
and wallpaper producers

unaware of the frenzy
surrounding his
paintings but had
enjoyed showing
television crews his
workshop in the attic.

She said that she
suspected she might
have a wunderkind on
her hands during a
family holiday in South
Tyrol, northern Italy,
last year. She was so
proud of his painlings
she uploaded a
photograph of The
Fingers to his Instagram
account. He now has
almost 50,000 followers.

She said: “Some
people have the deeply
mistaken impression
that we lock him up and
don’t let him out until
he’s painted another
couple.

“Every single euro he
makes from his
paintings is going into a
special account for
Laurent and he’ll have
access to it when he's I8,

“If he decides to
remain an artist, I don't
want him to turn around
to me when he is 18 and
say he had so many
possibilities but we
were too cautious to
seize them.”

Asterisk the Gaul: mayor of Paris
gives Olympic critics f~word tirade

France
Adam Sage Paris

The Socialist mayor of Paris has deliv-
ered an expletive-laden tirade against
her right-wing critics to mark what she
hopes will be her political resurrection
after the success of the Olympics.

Using the f-word in English in an
interview with Le Monde, Anne Hidal-
go said: “F*** reactionaries, f*** the
extreme right, f** al] those who want
to shut us in a war of everyone against
everyone.”

The newspaper said that Hidalgos
press officer was aghast at her language
but that the mayor pressed on amid
what seems to have been a rush of
blood to the head, following the pos-
itive comments for her role in the
Games,

“When there is a shared feeling
of fraternity, sorority, of human-

French people, are proud,” she said.

Hidalgo, 65, is not used to being
praised. Since becoming the first
woman tolead Paris councilin 2014, she
has faced criticism from groups ranging
from taxi drivers to heritage campaign-
ers over her plans to reduce traffic,
extend green spaces and promote
modern urban architecture, Having
won a second term in 2020 she ran as
the Socialist candidate for the presiden-
cy two years later but obtained a humil-
iating 1.7 per cent of the vote, making
her a figure of fun in French public
opinion.

Her critics predicted that sports fans
would be dismayed by Paris, which they
claim has assumed an ugly veneer
under Hidalgo's watch. Instead,
the city has been in upbeat
mood, with both French and
overseas fans lauding the
Games. Some went out of their

Undiplomatic language

While generally avoided in Britain,
the English f-word has become
trendy in France, especially for
anyone with cosmopolitan
aspirations (Adam Sage writes).

Aya Nakamura, the Franco-Malian
singer, used it to say what she
thought of the populist right-wing
National Rally after it criticised her
appearance in the Olympics
opening ceremony.

Newspapers invariably print it
in full and readers do not object,
perhaps because they fail to
understand it. Mindful that some
older readers might be bemused by
the spread of English words among
the nation’s youth, Le Journal des
Femmes, the women's website,
published a guide in January. “WTF"

ism we Parisians, we way to express their gratitude was an abbreviation of “what the
to Hidalgo when she visited f**+7, it explained, adding that this
Anne Hidalgo has won the Seine banks this week. was "a term linked to emotions”.
over visitors to the Games S W “Our vision ... has been con-
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tradicted, contested, mocked, carica-
tured,” she said. “Itis a great pleasure to
see the city the way we had planned it
and to hear people thank us.”

Hidalgo told Le Monde that criticism
of her was orchestrated by a “reaction-
ary and extreme-right planet” which
nourished a “hatred” for Paris because
it was the city “of all freedoms, the
refuge for LGBTQI+ ... a city that has a
left-wing woman mayor of foreign ori-
gin and with dual nationality and an
ecologist and feminist to boot".

Hidalgo was born in Spain and has
French and Spanish passports, Political
commentators had written off her
chances of winning a third term in 2026
but she now seems hopeful that she
might be able to prove them wrong.

The mayor is keen that the Olvmpics
should leave a mark and has written to
President Macron asking that the
Olympic cauldron that rises every
night under a helium-filled balloon in
the Tuileries be left in place.

English, alanguage in rude health,
leading article, page 27

Nazi ships bocking Danube to be raised after 80 years

Serbia
David Crossland

The first of more than 200 ships
scuttled in the River Danube by the
German navy near the Serbian town of
Prahovo in August 1944 has been
hauled out of the water.

The vessels were sunk during the re-
treat by German forces from the

https://edition.pagesuite.com/html5/reader/production/print_pages.aspx?edid=d48e0fdd-089e-4131-9fb0-72708c262df6&pages=30,31

advancing Red Army and they have
been obstructing river traffic for the
past 80 years.

Inthe coming months Serbia plans to
remove 21 ships and boats that were
partof the Danube and Black Sea fleets
of the Kriegsmarine, according to
Goran Vesic, the minister for transport
and infrastructure. In the following
phase, a further 80 ships will be taken

out. The project is receiving funding
from the European Union.

“Every ship goes through a thorough
inspection with the dismantling of the
explosives inside," Vesic said. “When
this process is completed we will allow
the public to see a part of the sunken
Nazi fleet that has made navigation dif-
ficult on this part of the Danube.”

The Red Army removed some of the

ships in the final phase of the war. The
remaining ones would re-emerge
whenever water levels dropped.

The rear admiral in charge of the re-
treating vessels, Paul Willy Zieb, or-
dered them to be sunk because the Red
Army had already reached the Iron
Gates,agorge onthe Danube upstream
from Prahovo, blocking the Germans’
planned retreat towards the Reich.

Law change
targets ‘Lady
Pickpocket’

Italy
Philip Willan Rome

Italian police have arrested a pick-
pocket convicted of 148 thefts who has
evaded prison for more than a decade
because she was either pregnant or the
mother of a young child.

Ana Zahirovic, 3l, a Romani-
Croatian, was arrested at a camp on the
outskirts of Rome as parliament debat-
ed achange to the law to give judges the
option of sending the mothers of small
children to prison.

Until now they have been obliged to
release pregnant women and mothers.
Zahirovic, who has ten children, has
accumulated sentences totalling 30
years' imprisonment.

Dubbed “Lady Pickpocket”, she was
seven when she was first caught steal-
ing from asupermarket in Rome. By the
age of 13, she had been charged with 30
thefts. In 2011 she was arrested 11 times
at Termini station in Rome before mov-
ing to Milan at the age of 2.

Her latestarrest came on June 22 this
year, when she and an accomplice were
charged with mugging a tourist in the
centre of Rome, She avoided prison as
her tenth child, a daughter, had arrived
a month earlier.

The law change has been promoted
by Matteo Salvini’s hard-right League
party. This week Matteo Piantedosi,
the interior minister, announced the
creation of a specialist police force to
patrol the underground networks of
Rome, Milan and Naples.

Feelings ran high during the debate
over the law change. Elly Schlein, the
leader of the opposition Democratic
Party, said: “You're blinded by your
passion for punishment.”
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