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The pint-size
Picasso selling
his pictures
for thousands

David Crossland Berlin

Picasso’s favourite subjects were the
Spanish civil war, naked women and
bullfights. Laurent Schwarz prefers
elephants, horses and dinosaurs.

And vet the two-and-a-half-year-old
from Bavaria is gaining a reputation as
a pint-sized Picasso thanks to his big,
bold and colourful abstracts, which are
fetching as much as €6,500 on the
international market.

Even to the untrained eye, Laurent’s
works are a distant cry from the stick
figures and smiling suns fashioned by
children three times his age that are du-
tifully taped to fridges. His mother,
Lisa, 32, suspected she may have awun-
derkind on her hands during a holiday
in South Tyrol, Italy, in September,
when Laurent was two. “There was a
painting room in the hotel and we
couldn't get him out of it,” she said. “Just
before Christmas we set up a studio for
him and he was in it all the time.”

She was so proud of his paintings that
sheuploaded a photograph of one of his

first works, The Fingers, on
Instagram, a pleasing mélée
of reds, yellows and blues.
“I thought I'd set up a chan-
nel because what he was
painting looked so nice,” she
said, “And that triggered a
real hype.”

Laurents work has at-
tracted almost 30,000 fol-
lowers on Instagram and
has been winning high
praise. That prompted Schwarz to put
some of them on sale via a website,
laurents.art.

His acrylic on canvas paintings
gained interest in April at Munich’s
biggest art fair, Artmuc, and have sold
to buyers around the world, including
from Britain and the Bahamas. A New
York gallery has offered to put Lau-
rent’s work on display. His first vernis-
sage will be in his Alpine home village
of Neubeuern in August.

Laurent mixes his own paint and ap-
plies it using brushes, rollers, spatulas
and his fingers with such abandon that

-

Paintings by Laurent
Schwarz, a two-and-a-half-
year-old from Bavaria,
have sold for up to €6,500 around the
world. Two of his works were shown
at Munich's biggest art fair in April

he getsalmost as much painton himself
as the canvas. “They're abstracts and
what’s unusual is how he integrates dis-
cernible figures into them, which
people often mention to us and which
makes them so popular,” said Schwarz,
who owns an interior design firm with
her husband, Philipp.

“You can clearly recognise his
animals, like elephants, as well as dino-
saurs and horses. It’s very important to

him that its bright and colourful.
Brown and other boring colours don’t
interest him. He has very clear ideas
about the colours he mixes,” His profes-
sionally framed paintings adorn a
ground-floor corridor in the family
home. Schwarz had sold eight of his
works before Germany’s tabloid Bild
ran an article about him this week.
“Now almost all of them have gone.”
Paintings sold include The Blue
Horse,an 80cm x 100¢m work featuring
an unmistakable rearing horse amid an
explosion of colour. The Cat, which has
also been sold, is a mix of blues and
dashes of pink from which a cat peers
out with a large, penetrating eve.
Proceeds are being paid into an

\ Starting young

Chess In February,
Ashwath Kaushik,
eight, became the
youngest player to
beat a grandmaster,
Jacek Stopa, 37,ina
classic tournament
game.

Maths Devan, two,
from New York. can
solve relatively
complicated maths
problems. He is the
youngest contestant
yet to appear on
America’s Got Talent.

Languages Last year,
Teddy Hobbs, three,
above, of Portishead,
Somerset, counted
t0 100 in six
languages other than
English, including
Mandarin, Welsh,
Spanish and German.

Skateboarding
Mazel Paris Alegado,
nine, from the
Philippines, last year
became the
youngest person yet
to participate in the
Asian Games in
Hangzhou, China.
She made It to the
women’s final.

Drumming Nandi
Bushell, 13, from
Ipswich, Suffolk,
began drumming at
the age of five and
has performed with
the Foo Fighters at
Wembley and with
Lenny Kravitz at the
02 arena.

account to which Laurent will have
access when he turns 18. His mother
said that while Laurent’s choice of sub-
Jects was likely to be subconscious, he
was fully aware of his creations and rec-
ognised two of his paintings from
among thousandson display at the Mu-
nich art fair. “He went straight up to
them and said, ‘Laurent painted’”

When he isn't at work in his studio,
his focus shifts to the more common
pastimes of his peers — playing with a
toy farm. “It's totally up to him when
and what he paints,” Schwarz said.
“Sometimes he doesn't feel like paint-
ing and doesn't set foot in his studio for
weeks but then suddenly it grabs him
and he says, 'Mama, painting"”

Osman aims to make a killing with Murder Club stage version

Alex Farber Media Correspondent

Richard Osman is working up a stage
version of his bestselling novel The
Thursday Murder Club in partnership
with Steven Spielberg, the Hollywood
director.

The author and presenter has linked
up with Tom Basden, 43, whose credits
include the television comedies Plebs,
After Life and Mandy, to transform his
murder-mystery novel into a play after
identifying the buzz generated by a live
audience as a primary motivation.

“Tom and I are just sitting down and

thinking about it and talking about it at
the moment. The key is understanding
you have a live audience and there's
an electricity and theres a crackle”
Osman said.

The Thursday Murder Club, pub-
lished in 2020, is the first in a series of
four books that has sold more than 10
million copies globally.

Last month, Netflix announced plans
to adapt the story of four friends who
live in a retirement community and
solve cold cases for fun into a film, star-
ring Dame Helen Mirren, Pierce Bros-
nan, Celia Imrie and Sir Ben Kingsley.

The feature film will be produced
with Spielberg, 77, and his Amblin Part-
ners company, which secured rights to
a live adaptation as part of the deal.

Osman, 53, referenced the forthcom-
ing theatre launch of the BBC comedy
drama Inside No 9 as an example of a
successful adaption.

“The insane amount of work and
imagination that Reece Shearsmith
and Steve Pemberton put into Inside
No 9 and the idea that they could put
together a stage show, which could run
for the next ten years and delight
people everywhere and also bring

them money for the next ten years, is
great,” Osman said on his The Rest Is
Entertainment podcast. “But just the
idea of entertaining a live audience,
for a writer, is very, very exciting.”

He said he was aware of the different
way in which audiences would experi-
ence the book as a live, shared event.

“In the theatre you have to get inside
the feeling of somebody who has come
down to London or toaregional theatre
on the train and had a bit of dinner
beforehand and is now sitting behind
someone who might be a bit taller than
them but just has that excitement,” he

https://edition.pagesuite.com/html5/reader/production/print_pages.aspx?edid=51a5daef-ad69-425c-a2e9-0a821b2bc5aa&pages=2,3

said, "The second you understand that,
vou start thinking about your raw
material and how people want to seeit.”

Osman added that it was some dis-
tance away from the “intimacy” afford-
edtoareader who was able to consume
the book at their own pace.

“For most creators and writers, that's
something that excites them rather
than frightens them,” he said.

If The Thursday Murder Club makes
it to the West End, it will be the latest
in a line of successful adaptations of
novels including Maggie O'Farrell's
Hamnet and Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall.
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